adequately rock-dusted, he conceded that he issued no cita-
tion for lack of adequate rock dusting.

Mr. Franks stated that he considered the violation to be
"significant and substantial" because coal accumulations turn-
ing in belt rollers could cause a fire, and the presence of
the cable which he observed constituted a possible ignition
source.

On cross-examination, Mr. Franks confirmed that the
normal mining procedure in the mine is to advance one break a
day during production, and that the respondents normal prac-
tice is to "scoop the entry" before installing the belt line.
He conceded that the accumulations could have existed for
less than 4 to 6 days.

MSHA Inspector Dennis Dati confirmed that he issued Cita-
tion No. 2507611 on April 12, 1985, after observing accumula-
tions of float coal and coal dust across the No. 3-A belt
conveyor entry for approximately five crosscuts, or a distance
of 250 feet.  He stated that the accumulations varied in
depth, and that in some areas he could see the rock dust under
the accumulations.  He confirmed that the belt was moving, but
observed none of the accumulations turning in the belt rollers
An electrical power box which provided power for the belt, as
well as timbers and the belt itself, were in the area of the
accumulations.  He could not determine how long the accumula-
tions had existed prior to his inspection, and he discussed
the conditions with respondent's safety manager David
Furgerson, but he made no comments.

On cross-examination, Mr. Dati stated that float coal
dust and coal dust is explosive, and "if it goes off" it is
"extremely hazardous."  He did not return to the mine until
April 15, because he had other business to attend to, but
when he returned he found the conditions abated and the area
had been cleaned up and rock-dusted.  He confirmed that he
did not sample the accumulations for incombustible content,
but based on his observations, he believed that any sample
would have indicated 65 percent incombustility.  He stated
that the float coal dust was scattered throughout the cited
area and was present on the belt and box*  He could not
recall whether the areas were wet, but he conceded that under
normal operating conditions the belt heads would be wet.  He
also conceded that the cited area was adequately rock-dusted.

Respondent's safety manager David Furgerson testified
that he was with Inspector Dati during his inspection, and he
confirmed the existence of the cited accumulations.  He

761ess than "of substantial construction" as required
